Alcohol and traffic in Finland.
This paper describes historical trends in drunken driving and traffic accidents in Finland since 1930 and discusses the relationship between alcohol policy, alcohol consumption, and drunken driving. It first describes the development of laws dealing with drunken driving and actual punishments for drunken driving. Secondly, it describes quantitative changes in drunken driving and traffic accidents, giving particular attention to alcohol-related traffic accidents. Thirdly, it analyses the connection between alcohol consumption and drunken driving. Finally, the relationship between alcohol policy and alcohol consumption in Finland is discussed. The role of the alcoholic beverages industry is also scrutinized. The paper shows that there are links among alcohol control policy, alcohol consumption, drinking habits, drunken driving, and alcohol-related traffic accidents. However, these ties are manifested through numerous mediating factors and alcohol is not the sole decisive factor. The paper also shows that drunken driving in Finland has increased and that alcohol-related traffic accidents are an important social problem.